Walter Rich C. Richardson

March 28, 1920 - January 28, 2019

Rich was born in Sacramento, CA on March 28, 1920 and went to be with his
Lord on January 28, 2019.

He called many places home in his youth, including staying with his
grandmother and great-grandparents at different times; those experiences
were the subject of many stories he told later in life. His step-father, Morris
Calvin Richardson, was the influence that changed his life when Rich followed
him into the U.S. Marines in 1939, serving two years on the USS Tennessee
Battle Ship and later in Bougainville, Solomon Islands. While in the Marines,
Rich took up boxing as a lightweight. After discharge from the service, he
married Phyliss Black in 1945. Rich worked as Chief Right-Of-Way agent for
Southern California Edison, retiring after 34 years. He then farmed an orange
grove in California Central Valley for 10 years.

Phyliss and Rich relocated to Bellingham, WA, where, in 1999, Phyliss passed
away.

Always a gentleman, Rich made friendships for a lifetime, was quick to laugh,
and was an entertaining storyteller who loved books, poems, and music. He
was a man of many talents and passions, including jewelry making, oil
painting, and wood carving.



Rich married Nicki in 2003. Together they enjoyed RV-ing, gardening,
entertaining friends and family, dancing, estate sales, and walking their dog,
Miss Molly.

Rich was a proud Mason for 70 years, and was a member of the American
Legion Post 7 and the Whatcom Masonic Lodge 151..

Rich was preceded in death by his parents; his wife, Phyliss; sister, Geri
Pankey; and brother, Jimmy Richardson.

He is survived by his daughter, Patricia Graham; granddaughters, Leslie and
d’Arcy Graham; great-granddaughter, Farra; niece, Julie (Ken) Spears and
their children; his wife, Nicki; step-children, Carol Tavis, Don (Marie) Tavis,
and their children.

Services will be held on Friday, February 8, 2019 at 11:00AM at Moles
Farewell Tributes Greenacres (5700 NW Dr. Ferndale).

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to Dementia Support NW (1301
Fraser Street, Suite A1, Bellingham, WA 98229), Lighthouse Mission (PO Box
548 Bellingham, WA 98227), The Salvation Army (2912 Northwest Ave.
Bellingham, WA 98225), or Whatcom Hospice (2901 Squalicum Parkway
Bellingham, WA 98225).
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May our loving Father give the entire family sustenance and
strength you need to continue cope with the loss of your loved one.
May you find comfort in your precious memories and love shared.
May the words of Psalm “ The eyes of Jehovah are on the righteous
and his ears listen to their cry for help” bring the entire family
comfort and strength. Please accept my sincere condolences.

Mercedes Maldonado - January 28, 2019 at 12:00 AM



