Thomas Lyle Wendover

May 2, 1948 - November 6, 2020

Thomas Lyle Wendover, age 72, passed away on Friday, November 6, 2020,
at his home surrounded by family after a brief illness with lung cancer.

Tom was born May 2, 1948 in Lewiston, ID to Fred and Roena (Hill)
Wendover. He grew up in the wheat country of Eastern Washington where he
developed great athletic and leadership skills, a quick mind, and a solid work
ethic. He ran a haying crew for a Whitman County agribusiness the summer
he was 16, and was their top hand for the next several summers, even after
his family moved to Whatcom County his senior year. Tom graduated from
Meridian High School in 1966. He continued on with his education at Western
Washington State College where he double majored in Sociology and
Psychology, and graduated in 1971. Tom would later go on to earn his Master
of Business Administration degree from City University, graduating in 1986.
He did this while working fulltime at ARCO, an achievement he was very
proud of. It was during his time at Western that he met the love of his life,
Sally Holtcamp, at a dance on campus. They were married on September 26,
1970 in Sedro-Woolley and had two children, Stephanie born in 1974 and
Geoffrey born in 1976.

In 1975, Tom was hired on at the ARCO Cherry Point Refinery (which later
became BP) where he worked for 32 years, retiring in 2007 as an operations
supervisor. During his time there he became a well respected leader and was



recognized for his knowledge of the refinery, abilities as a trainer, and a
person who always supported and stood up for his people. He was awarded a
lifetime achievement award for his contributions.

When he wasn’t working Tom had three priorities: family, fishing, and golf.

In his early family years Tom enjoyed taking road trips around the USA with
his wife and their children and made it a priority to visit family members along
the way wherever they could. Maintaining close relationships with all of his
extended family was very important to him. After retirement he enjoyed
traveling with Sally around the world including trips to England, Europe, and
Australia.

Tom also enjoyed fishing and looked forward to his annual trips to Critter Cove
in Nootka Sound, B.C. The first trip was always with “the guys” a group of
close friends that he made while working at ARCO. And the second trip was
spent with a rotating mix of family and friends who were lucky enough to get
invited that year. They always caught fish and had a good time!

When he wasn’t spending time with family, traveling, or fishing Tom loved to
golf and was on the course every chance he got. He golfed every Wednesday
and Sunday at Raspberry Ridge in Lynden with another group of close friends
from his time at the refinery. He was proud to have hit a hole-in-one on the
12th hole of the Lake Padden Golf Course in 2015.

Tom was an honest man, hardworking, caring and compassionate, and very
protective of his family, friends and things he cared about. He enjoyed talking
with people and telling stories, and will be greatly missed by those who knew
and loved him.

Tom is survived by his wife of 50 years, Sally (Holtcamp) Wendover; daughter



Stephanie (Jamie) Osborn; son Geoff (Amber) Wendover; grandchildren Jake
and Kylie Wendover, and Ellie and Thomas Osborn; brother Steve (Martha)
Wendover; sister Rhonda Wendover Moore; and numerous nieces, nephews,
extended family and many dear friends.

Unfortunately due to Covid there will not be a Celebration of Life. Instead, the
family requests that you share your thoughts, memories, and pictures of Tom
privately by email to memoriesoftom2020@gmail.com or in the Online
Guestbook here. A private family graveside service will be held at
Greenacres Memorial Park in Ferndale, WA.

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to Whatcom Hospice
Foundation. The family was touched by the kindness and compassion that
they gave to both Tom and his family while in their care.



Tribute Wall

So sorry to learn of my old friend Tom passing. He was a great guy.
We had some good times at my house where several of the guys
from the Mt Baker ski area lived back in the day. Condolences.

Kerry A Helm - November 27, 2020 at 12:00 AM

| thought the obituary for Tom pretty well wrapped things up.

Tom was my Foreman for a period of time at ARCO and BP and |
could not have asked for a better supervisor and friend. Tom was a
leader by example and would never ask anyone he worked with to
do a task that he wouldn’t do himself. He always had the crew’s
back and that would hurt him sometimes with his supervisors. |
would remind him to wear a rubber band when he went to meetings
and to snap the band before making a comment. We had great
laughs over that little venture but he never stopped that.

He was also a good friend and fellow fisherman of Dave Osborne
and they made several trips to Canada. Got some great stories
about some of those trips from Dave but some could not be
repeated in his Condolence.

I miss you Tom and | miss seeing Sally also. I'm back in Washington
now from North Carolina so will stay in touch and visit your grave.
Your friend always,

Ron

RONALD A. PETTY - November 22, 2020 at 12:00 AM



Raspberry Ridge Golf Course will miss Tom’s, we always knew Tom
was present in the restaurant with his loud voice talking golf, fishing
or just smiling saying Hi to someone. RIP Tom ....... Fore or Fish On
Tom!

With Sympathy John, Leanne Olson & Crew! We’'ll have a Cabernet
waiting for you on the other side! Peace!

John olson - November 19, 2020 at 12:00 AM



