Samuel D. Henley Sr.

January 23, 1938 - November 2, 2021

Samuel D. Henley Sr. passed away peacefully on Nov. 2, 2021 in Bellingham,
WA at the age of 83. Sam was born in Clifton, CO on Jan. 23, 1938 to Arvel
and Wilda (Woodell) Henley. The family moved to Bellingham, WA in 1943
where Sam graduated from Bellingham High School in 1956. Sam married his
high school sweetheart, Carole Lee Gerner, on Oct. 6, 1956. Sam and Carole
celebrated 65 years of marriage and had 5 children, 13 grandchildren, and 12
great-grandchildren.

In 1956, Sam went to work at Dahl Fish in Bellingham until 1963 when he was
offered a management position at Washington Crab Producers in Westport,
WA. It was at Washington Crab Producers that Sam began working alongside
his soon-to-be good friends, Leif Andersen, and later, Glenn White. Sam and
Carole spent 20 years raising a family in Westport, where Sam was a big part
of the community—from organizing the building of the school’s first track &
field, to sponsoring local teams and organizing the local crab feeds and
basketball tournaments. In 1983, Sam and Carole moved back to Bellingham
where Sam managed Sea-K-Fish in Blaine, WA until his retirement in 2003.

Sam loved the game of golf. He started as a caddy when he was a teenager
at the Bellingham Golf & Country Club and never looked back. Later in life, he
would become a member of that same country club, eventually having to hang
up his clubs due to injuries. If he wasn’t playing Sunday morning with his golf



buddies, he was playing in tournaments all over the PNW.

Sam and Carole loved going to Maui, a place they would visit every year and
were often joined by loved ones. If Sam wasn’t enjoying golfing on one of
Maui’s lush courses, he could be found sun tanning at the pool, relaxing in the
jacuzzi, or mixing up a batch of his Long Island iced teas.

Sam is predeceased by his father Arvel Henley, mother Wilda Henley-Little,
brother Orville Henley, sister Joan LaMarsh, and his beloved daughter Julie
Walkowsky, with whom Carole and Sam frequently vacationed with in Las
Vegas and Maui.

Sam is survived by his wife of 65 years, Carole Lee Henley, and children Sam
Henley Jr., Wade (Laurie) Henley, Laurie (Mike) Rutzer, Karrie (Bret) Warner,
grandchildren Kara Krenz, Kelly (Jesse) Otterstetter, Lisa (Terry) Vance, Sam
Henley lll, Ryan Henley, Mercedes (Kai) Caemmerer, Madison Henley,
Melanie (Brice) Longanecker, Dustin Rutzer, Matthew (Tiffini) Rutzer, Megan
(Terry) Winn, Breanna (Daniel) Scheffer, Blake Warner, and great-
grandchildren Dylan & Emma Krenz, Janessa & Karissa Otterstetter, Ronin &
Logan Rutzer, Dottie Vance, Ava & Michael Rutzer, Maddox Henley, Presley
Scheffer, and Baby Longanecker (coming soon). Sam is remembered and
loved in the hearts of his family, numerous in-laws, nieces, nephews, and
friends.

A celebration of Sam’s Life will be announced at a later date.



Tribute Wall

To Sams family

Am so sorry for your loss

Thoughts and prayers are with you at this time
Greg Grant

Gregory Grant - November 14, 2021 at 12:00 AM

Speaking on behalf of the Bellingham High School Class of 1956,
we send our condolences to Sam’s entire family. We enjoyed
visiting with him and Carole at our class reunions. The ones we love
are never gone, they live within our hearts.

Classmate,

Billey Quanz Force

Billey Force - November 14, 2021 at 12:00 AM



