Robert Paul Inge

January 5, 1941 - May 1, 2020

Robert Paul Inge passed peacefully away on May 1st at home with his life-
long-love Carole, R.N. daughter Stephanie, and beloved cats Smudge and
Pearl by his side. Bob lived his whole life in Whatcom County and was born in
Bellingham January 5th, 1941.

Bob was the son of Bellingham bred Bill and Margaret Inge (graduates of
Fairhaven and Whatcom High Schools respectively) and was raised with his
brother Steve on the South Side in the Donovan Neighborhood. He spent his
first 60 years in life on the South part of town, graduating from Larrabee,
Fairhaven and Bellingham High in 1959.

In 1958 Bob met his dream girl in Pete Elich’s typing class at BHS. They were
together from then until his passing. The two had an incredible relationship!

Their two sons arrived fast and furious living on 13th St. (John and Bruce).
Dad worked at the Coca Cola Bottling Plant at night, while attending WWU
during the day. After graduation in 1966, the family made the big move to 12th
St. where daughters (Stephanie and Sunny) began their life.

After graduation, he began a career as a Juvenile Probation Officer, later
being a caseworker in Child Protective Services at DSHS and management in
Aging and Adult Services.



Bob was a pretty fair athlete and played Tennis and Golf much of his life. He
was a crafty South Paw at BHS. Later he was a fleet leadoff man for early Slo-
Pitch teams in town, Arts Tavern, and The Tavern. His love of sport, especially
High School, included following the local schools in Football, Basketball,
Baseball, and especially Wrestling and Track and Field, which to his dismay
nary a child or grandchild participated in. Bob was also a long-time Husky
Football Season ticketholder with his sons.

Additionally, he coached some of his son’s teams and refereed Basketball.
Daughters Stephanie and Sunny along with niece Andrea Inge were heavily
involved with Jobs Daughters and Bob volunteered many hours helping them
and their friends pursuing their goals.

Retiring in 1994, his many years of retirement were divided among following
his four Grandchildren and their pursuits, spending a great deal of time at the
Inge Family Beach House at Gooseberry Point, and traveling the U.S. with
Carole and Sunny and many family members and friends. He loved nothing
more than sitting by the shore with a beer and roaring fire going. The
grandkids Marcus Inge (Marco), Victoria Inge (Spike), Courtney Brown (Ruffy),
and Collette Brown (Tuffy) all spent many summer nights at the beach and
indulged Grandpa’s pyromania.

Bob and Carole moved to Lynden in 2000 and they became very involved
community members, he really loved the town. He volunteered at the
Community Center and the Lions Club and joined the Camels Club. He made
many new friends in Lynden while still maintaining close ties with old friends,
especially fellow classmates from the 1959 BHS class. Additionally, he had
many friends from years at First Baptist Church in Bellingham, singing in the
church choir for 25 years.



He really was a man of varied and passionate interests. He was a glue-guy for
the extended Inge Family and spent hundreds of hours compiling family
heritage.

Bob’s was not a life wasted. He will be sorely missed by wife Carole, son John
Inge (wife Lorrie), late son Bruce Inge, daughter Stephanie Janes (husband
Bill), daughter Sunny Inge, also brother Steve Inge (wife Terri), brother-in-law
Wayne Richter, brother-in-law Don Richter (wife Terry Kaufman).
Grandchildren Marcus Inge, Victoria Inge (fiancé Gavin Snyder), Courtney
Brown and Collette Brown. Additionally, nephew Sean Inge and niece Andrea
Inge, nephew Brad Kaufman and nephew Brian Richter (wife Valentine), Aunt
Mary Byrnes and many first and second cousins.



Tribute Wall

Our prayers go out to Carol and the Inge family. I first met Bob in
the 1960’s when | landed a part time job at Coco Cola Bottling in
Bellingham. Bob was my supervisor and | had the utmost admiration
for him. He was married, had a family and he was working his way
through college. Bob was a hard worker and extremely
conscientious. That work ethic followed Bob the rest of his life. After
| returned from the air force, | would occasionally run into Bob in
Bellingham, Bob was a good athlete, played a competitive round of
golf but don’t bet against him playing tennis. My wife worked with
Carol at the high school, so | continued to hear about Bob. Bob left
this earth way too soon, but heaven will be a better place with Bob
Inge, god bless you and your family.

Greg & Ursula Brethour - May 15, 2020 at 12:00 AM



Dear Carole, John, Stephanie, Sunny and all Inges, The Zankich
Family sends our deepest sympathy and condolences for your loss.
We were saddend to learn of Bob’s passing and hold you in our
thoughts and prayer’s daily. | heard that Bob was not well but | was
thinking that he would be OK. Well, | guarantee you is more than
OK, I can only imagine the peace, joy and love he is experiencing
be reunited with Bruce and all the loved one’s that passed before
him. | have always respected and admired Bob’s soft spokeness
and grounded demeanor. | also appreciated and admired his
passion for sports and how he diligently supported his family and
the community. | was first introduced to the Beetles at the second
12th St. home listening on Bob’s reel to reel. Bruce and | were
dancing around on the second floor when Carole entered the room
wondering what all the ruckus was about. | know Bob had a passion
for music and | enjoyed listen to the music on the video you posted.
You are not alone in your grief and all the beautiful memories you
have shared together will bring both tears of joy and sorrow for your
wonderful family. | want to thank you for letting a part of the Inge
families life as | have so many fond memories of you all. May God
Bles you all and hold you gently during this time. Sincerely, John
and all the Zankich family.

John Zankich - May 13, 2020 at 12:00 AM



