Ramona Elizabeth Morris
June 1, 1931 - September 4, 2018

Ramona “Hi-olit-saw” Phare-Morris, married Raphael James Morris |l Tsats-ul-
tun on June 7, 1958. Who passed on December 4, 2012.

Others might view Ramona’s upbringing as ‘humble’;it was her Sche’lang’en,
her way of life. She grew up on the Lummi Reservation, next to the Nooksack
River. Ramona has been a fisherman since she was 12 years old. She was
taught to: hunt bear, deer, duck and geese; fish in the River; and gather. She
learned how to peel bark and how to skin beaver, muskrat, and mink.

Ramona enjoyed bingo, jewelry making, and weaving basketry.

Ramona served on the Lummi Indian Business Council from 1972-78, it
became her lifelong commitment to working with tribal issues and fighting for
inherent rights.

In addition to serving on Lummi Tribal Council, Ramona was elected and
appointed to serve in various positions at the tribal and federal level. At the
Lummi Nation she: served as the Lummi Health Clinic Director; the Chairman
of the Law and Order Committee; assisted in developing Lummi Aquaculture;
Lummi Task Force against taxation; appointed as Chairperson of Governor
Evans’ Indian Advisory Committee. Ramona gathered witnesses to testify in
the Boldt case, she lobbied and garnered federal support from Congressman,



she worked with attorneys. In fact, she was once ‘accused’ of being an
attorney during a high-powered meeting on water rights. One of the Bureau
attorney’s commented about her in-depth knowledge and deep legal insight
and asked her where she attended law school and she replied, “I'm not one of
you!”

Ramona has always encouraged that tribes work together on common uses.
She was taught that it's easier to break one stick than it is a bundle. Over the
years she worked with other tribal leaders throughout the Northwest, such as:
Tandy Wilbur, Sr. of Swinomish, Bob Jim of Yakama, Alex Sherwood of
Spokane, Ozzie George of Coeur d’Alene, Lucy Covington and Mel Tonasket
of Colville, and Joe Della Cruz of Quinault.

Ramona has worked for five Lummi Chairmen: Sam Cagey, Jim McKay,
Vernon Lane, Larry Kinley, and Henry Cagey.

Ramona was the tribal historian in the play, “What About Those Promises”. In
the play Ramona shares her views, her experiences, her vision of what
happened during that time in history stating, “...the federal government does
not make treaties with municipalities, they make treaties with nations. We are
Nation’s. Each of us in our tribes have experienced the stealing and taking of
our property without giving us consideration of our Sche’lang’en, our way of
life.”

As a leader she was driven by her commitment to the children and our
community; she wanted everyone to receive services without limitations.

Pre-deceased by: her parents Richard & Lilian Phare, her husband, Ray

Morris, her children, Larry Lane, Raynette Finkbonner, and grandson, Ryan
Finkbonner. Ramona is survived by: Raydean (Bernie) Finkbonner; Raynell
Zuni; Ray Morris Ill, Michael (Laurie) Morris; and Rayanne Morris. She has



many grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

Ramona achieved many accomplishments and successes in life, she began
her journey to join her loved ones, by doing it her way.

A prayer service will be held on Thursday, September 6, at 5:00pm. Funeral
services will be Friday, September 7, at 10:00am. Both services will be held at
the Wexliem Community Building.



Tribute Wall

Sending love & prayers to children, & all family & friend(s) members
of dearly beloved Ramona Morris . . | remember her as being
present & involved in tribal affairs those many years ago God Bless
her soul and be received of His Great Glory & Richness . . Father,
Jesus, Holy Spirit Amen.

marjorie james - September 04, 2018 at 12:00 AM

I am truly sorry for your loss, please accept my sincere

condolences. | hope the Morris family find comfort and strength in
Jesus promise along with our heavenly father Jehovah of the earthly
resurrection found at John 5:28, 29, when death will be eliminated
forever found at Revelations 21:4. Truly, what a glorious and almost
unbelievable day that will be! It’s a reality though for God cannot lie!

Debora Bailey - September 04, 2018 at 12:00 AM
| just learned of Ramona’s passing. My deepest condolences at the
loss of your mother and matriarch. She was such a strong and
loving woman. She was always nice to me when we were neighbors

and | would come to visit Rayanne.

llene Walker Wailand - September 04, 2018 at 12:00 AM



