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Phyllis Lorraine Haberstroh (May 14, 1929 – Nov 27, 2012) 
 

Phyllis Haberstroh, dearest mother, sister, grandmother, and friend, departed
quietly and unexpectedly in the early morning hours of November 27.
Remaining civically and socially engaged until her last days, the ripples of her
love and lifes work will continue on. 

 

Born as Phyllis Weese in Toronto Ontario, she proudly maintained her
Canadian citizenship throughout her fifty-five years of U.S. residency. She
graduated with her BA and BSW from the University of Toronto in 1954 and
earned her Masters from Simmons College School of Social Work in Boston,
MA in 1960. She met her lifelong love, Chadwick Haberstroh, in Boston while
he was teaching at MIT. They married in January of 1959 and left soon
afterward for Ecuador, where Chad had been offered a faculty position. After
working in Denver, Cleveland, and Barcelona, they rooted in Milwaukee,
Wisconsin for 30 years. Their first child, John, was born in Barcelona, Spain in
1966 and their second, Sarah, in Milwaukee two years later. Phyllis and Chad
moved to Bellingham, Washington in 1997, shortly after their retirements and
the birth of their first grandchild. 

 

Phyllis had many professional accomplishments. She practiced clinical
psychotherapy and social work for over 30 years, culminating in her



appointment as the President of the Wisconsin Society for Clinical Social
Work. Phyllis delighted in her family, cooking, classical music, theater, politics,
reading, cats, nature, and social occasions. She was an exceptional and
devoted mom. She worked tirelessly for the principles she believed in, peace
and justice for all people. In Bellingham, she was an active member of the
League of Women Voters, the Music Club, two book clubs, and the
Bellingham Unitarian Fellowship. Phyllis, treasured by many, will be
remembered for her lovely presence and radiant smile. Phyllis is preceded in
death by her husband, Chad; and survived by her brother, Gordon Weese; her
children John and Sarah; their spouses, Lisa Haberstroh and Erik Pearson;
and her grandchildren, Eva and Owen Haberstroh, and Molly and Luke
Pearson. 

 

A celebration of her life will be held at the Bellingham Unitarian Fellowship on
Sunday, December 16 at 2 PM with a reception to follow in the Social Hall. If
you wish to share a gift, please make a donation to Amnesty International,
Greenpeace, PBS, the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee, Bellingham
Unitarian Fellowship, or a charity of your choice. Please share memories and
stories online at www.farewelltributes.com 
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Lynn Bellinger - November 27, 2012 at 12:00 AM

I knew Phyllis (and family) through several organizations. We
walked together often as we both recovered from health problems.
We travelled together and shared much. She was a wonderful friend
and I feel a great loss to not have said good-bye. I am glad for her
to not have had a long sad passing. My favorite story I shared at
Chad’s service: As I dropped her at home late one night returning
from New Mexico, Chad was singing her into the house from the
driveway, nearly clicking his heels. Clearly, they had a special
relationship. I will miss her a lot.

Lisa Mascioli - November 27, 2012 at 12:00 AM

I knew Phyllis from BUF. I was in a chalice circle with her. I do not
feel this often, but I really admired her. She was always so great to
talk to, never shying away from difficult or sensitive topics. I always
thought I wanted to be like her when I got older. She was such a
good listener. The last time I saw her, she was going for a walk at
Boulevard Park. It was a beautiful sunny day. We had a very nice
chat. I will remember her like that. I am very sorry she has died, but
I am glad it was peaceful.


