
Patricia Bergner
June 15, 1940 - November 19, 2019

Patricia “Pat” Ann Bergner, 79, passed away the 19th of November, 2019 with
family and loved ones by her side. She was born in Bellingham, WA on the
15th of June, 1940 to Louis and Jennie Sullivan. Throughout her life Pat is
noted as being an amazing wife, mother and grandmother in addition to
cherishing her time as a great grandmother. 

 

After moving out of state for a few years for her husband’s work, Pat came
back to Bellingham and started working for the Bellingham School District
where she retired after 27 faithful years. Following retirement, she devoted her
life to her family and became an amazing gardener; as anyone who knew her
back then knows, she was also the best slug killer of all time. 

 

When her husband of 39 years, Fred Bergner passed, Pat moved forward and
spent a good portion of her time volunteering throughout the community. She
was at the Bellingham Food Bank for 17+ years, was a regular volunteer to
the local Lions Club and gave a lot of time to the Arthritis Foundation in
addition to countless other organizations. She moved to her current residence
in Village at Cordata 16 years ago, at which point she filled various board
positions including head of landscape, balancing the budget and overseeing
the buildings and roads. If you were to visit, you would quickly witness the half
dozen people knocking on the door and the phone ringing off the hook. The
Village at Cordata more or less pivoted around Pat; one could almost say she



was the “Don of Cordata.” In her spare time she remained an avid gardener
who could grow the biggest tomato plants you could find and blueberry and
strawberry plants with an endless supply of fruit as well as annually producing
a flower bed of colors that were second to none. 

 

Pat was the center, the inspiration and the direction to her family and always,
with a polite tone, she was the correction when you just needed a kick in the
butt. She never minced words and she always said what she was thinking. In
her mind, her life hardships always came second to the hardships of others.
She would put her pains behind her beautiful and welcoming smile and offer
to help. 

 

Pat will be missed deeply as she has moved on to a new chapter, in which,
she is sure to take on important roles and most likely manage most of the
Heavens. She will be reunited with her husband, her parents and her oldest
daughter, Laurie Lou Barber. 

 

She is survived by her two sisters Beverly Hamilton and Shirley Emmons, her
children Chris Bergner and Jenee Riedel, along with eight grandchildren, six
great grandchildren and two more great grandchildren to be. 

 

The family will host a celebration of life on the 24th of November at the Village
at Cordata’s club house from 1:00pm to 4:00pm. 

 

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to Bellingham Food Bank.
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Carol Haselden - November 23, 2019 at 12:00 AM

So sorry I won’t be at Pat’s celebration of life. She certainly did so
much for so many that there’s plenty to celebrate. I’m keeping her
last phone message to me so I can hear her lovely voice every once
in a while. What will the Village do without one of our very best…

Charis Moreno - November 23, 2019 at 12:00 AM

I will pray for the family to find peace and comfort that Pat is with
God and free from pain. While I did not know you I have met Jenee
and I can clearly see that you were an amazing woman to bring
such an amazing woman into this world. I find that God’s purpose is
for us to leave the world better than how we found it and I am
confident you did and can rest in peace. 
Jenee we are here for you and will always be.
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Dale Kinsley - November 22, 2019 at 12:00 AM

I want to send my sincere and heartfelt condolences to Pat’s family.
I am deeply sorry that I am out of town and will not be able to attend
the “Celebration of Life” event this Sunday. 

 I worked with Pat at the Bellingham Public Schools for many years.
She welcomed me into the office and was a marvelous partner in
fielding all the various challenges of the Superintendent’s office. Her
constant sense of humor, her ready smile, her readiness to always
pick up and help anyone she could, and her wisdom and support
help make my days much more sunny. She was seldom surprised
or shaken by events of the day and was so loving and supportive for
all who entered her space. 

 Pat was a very special person and the world, her friends and family
will so miss her. I was blessed to know her for a part of her journey.
Peace and understanding to all.

Ann Paterson - November 21, 2019 at 12:00 AM

I knew “Pat” through First Baptist Church, where she attended for
many years. I was just getting to know her from our “welcome”
handshakes during Sunday service these last couple of years. I am
not much for handshakes; I’m a hugger. One day she said, “I would
like one of those hugs.” Pat told me that she looked forward to my
hugs; & that she would miss it if I wasn’t at church to hug her. I grew
to love her hugs also…& her smile. Pat was a sweet, dear lady that
I wish I would have had more time to know her better. Pat will
definitely be missed by many; one of them is me. 

 Love you Pat. I will continue to pray for your family for peace &
comfort; knowing that you are in the hands of our Lord, our Saviour.


