Miranda Rainbow Heart
April 25, 1963 - January 23, 2019

Miranda Rainbow Heart (Polly Lorraine Richter), 55, passed away peacefully
on January 23, 2019 at Whatcom Hospice House in Bellingham, WA, after a
short, valiant battle against a very aggressive cancer. She was born Polly
Lorraine Hansen in Denver, CO, to William B. “Bill” Hansen (1925-2015) and
Marie Leonie Anna Claire “Claire” (Charbonneau) Hansen (1927-2003). She
grew up in Colorado, South Dakota, Florida, Montana, and Washington
(Kalama).

Miranda is survived by her loving husband, Wayne V. Richter; her three
beloved children: daughter Claire Danielle Angel Cassidy, daughter Celeste
Aimee Mignon Cassidy, and son Ace Maxwell Roch Andre Cassidy. Also her
sister, Marie Wise (Hansen) and husband Allan Wise (Kalama, WA); nephew
Sam Hansen and wife Jennifer (Sunnyvale, CA); and niece Mary Hansen
(Longview, WA). She is also remembered closely by friend and mentor
Jonathan Hall, loving friends far and wide, and many in-laws.

Miranda graduated from Mark Morris High School and attended Lower
Columbia College in Longview, WA, earning her AA degree. She then
attended Washington State University, and graduated from Western
Washington University with a BA in 1999. She also pursued other courses and
received certifications as Hypnotherapist, Komyo Reiki Chusan, Master Food
Preserver, and Nursing Assistant. She was inducted into Psi Chi, the National



Honor Society in Psychology, while at WSU.

Miranda met Richard Cassidy and they married in 1986. They had three
children together and were divorced in 1994. Miranda was passionately
devoted to her children and showed immense strength and courage through a
difficult separation. She was resilient and loving in the face of immense
hardship, and her children are very strong, smart, and capable because of her
strength and character. Miranda first met Wayne Richter in Bellingham when
they were neighbors in 1993. Wayne was a supportive and loving friend to
Miranda and the children through a hard time. They reconnected when
Miranda and the children moved back to Bellingham from Kalama, WA, in
1999, and their friendship grew into love. Wayne and Polly were married
February 14, 2003 in Bellingham at Unity church.

Miranda was an accomplished pianist and loved gardening, art, calligraphy,
green environmentalism, golden retrievers, swimming, special occasion meal
planning and preparation, and having fun with friends and relatives. She was
active in the fledgling Sunnyland Neighborhood Association and was chiefly
responsible for the addition of the city park located on Humboldt Street
between Texas and Carolina Streets. She and Wayne enjoyed piano duets,
performing on a number of occasions. They also enjoyed camping trips in
North Cascades National Park, Deception Pass State Park, and elsewhere,
while the children were still at home as well as after they were grown.

Miranda was devoted to meditation practices and committed her life to
becoming the best version of herself. She based her life on loving kindness
and will be greatly missed by everyone who knew her.

If you would like to commemorate her life through a donation or gift,
memorials may be made in her name to: Whatcom Hospice House, 2806
Douglas Avenue, Bellingham, WA 98225; or The Libraries, Western



Washington University, 516 High Street, Bellingham, WA 98225.



Tribute Wall

Sorry for the loss of your dear loved one. Losing someone you love
can seem so unfair. Please find comfort and peace in knowing that
‘Jehovah is close to the brokenhearted. He saves those who are
crushed in spirit.” Psalms 34:18.

Dashields Family - January 23, 2019 at 12:00 AM



