
Mary Ellen Rogers-Studebaker
September 26, 1927 - December 26, 2025

Mary Rogers-Studebaker, 98, passed away peacefully on December 26,
2025, in Bellingham Washington. 

Born on September 26, 1927, in Zion, Illinois, Mary was the daughter of Oliver
and Ella Peterson. She grew up on a small, family farm with a large, extended
family nearby. In 1938, her family left the Midwest and moved to Bellingham
where Mary attended Fairhaven Middle School and Whatcom High School.
When she was fourteen, she and her friends attended the nearby Nazarene
church where Mary found Jesus, a moment that would shape her faith and
guide her throughout her life. 

When she was sixteen, Mary left Bellingham and headed to Idaho to pursue
her passion for music and earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in music theory
from Northwest Nazarene College (NNC). Her love for music remained a
central part of her life. She especially enjoyed directing choirs and pageants.
Whether leading voices in harmony or encouraging others to sing, Mary
brought energy and inspiration to every ensemble she led. 

Professionally, Mary devoted herself to the field of social work. Her career
reflected her compassionate nature and commitment to helping others
navigate life's challenges with dignity and support. 



Mary experienced both joy and sorrow in her personal life. She was preceded
in death by her parents; her first husband, William Rogers; her second
husband, Karl Studebaker; her son, John Rogers; her brothers, Britten,
Clarence, Paul, and Walter; and her sister, Evelyn. She is survived by her
daughter, Merilee Stewart; her grandchildren, great grandchildren, and
numerous nieces and nephews. 

A dynamic presence in every community she touched, Mary’s legacy lives on
through those who knew her and were uplifted by her spirit. May her memory
bring comfort and peace to all who remember her. 

 

A Celebration of Life will be announced at a later date.



Cemetery Details

Greenacres Memorial Park

5700 Northwest Drive
Ferndale, WA 98248
(360) 384-3401
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Jan Henry - January 09 at 02:27 AM

My sweet auntie.....I still find it hard to believe
you are no longer with us but knowing you are
safe in God's arms and reunited with our
loved ones helps me get through losing you.
I'm so grateful for all the love you had for me,
not only as a little girl but in the years since mom went to heaven. I'll
miss you so much. 


