Lois Grace Oswalt
November 27, 1930 - November 21, 2017

Lois Oswalt, age 86, passed away on Tuesday, November 21, 2017. She was
born Lois Copland on November 27, 1930 to Albert and Grace Copland
(Garries) in Mission City, BC. She grew up on her parents’ chicken farm and
spent her days climbing trees, playing with her cousins and feeding her pet
piglet. She was surrounded by her hardworking parents, her younger siblings,
Robert and Nona, and her extended family.

Her family moved to Bellingham the day before she turned 16. She ended up
in mostly classes she had already taken so had an easy class load that year.
This enabled her to enjoy being the new girl in town and get settled into her
new life. Her family quickly got involved in the First Baptist Church where she
made many friends. She was grateful for her church community for many
reasons, but never more so than when she met her future husband, Robert
Oswalt, on a church retreat at Deception Pass. They married in 1950.

Lois attended Western Washington University and worked at the soda counter
at the Leopold Hotel. She graduated in 1954 with a B.A. in education and
worked as a teacher until their first child was born in 1955. She happily stayed
home to raise their daughter Susan, who was followed 3 years later by their
son Jess.

In 1972, she started working in accounting at The Opportunity Council, a non-



profit community action agency, where she eventually became the Director of
Finance. She retired in 1995 but didn’t stay away for long. She was soon
called back to work and served as a bookkeeper for the Whatcom Volunteer
Center until she was 82 years old.

She took care of others in every project, job, and relationship she was a part
of. She was a caregiver for her mother, her father-in-law, and later her
husband. She was active in the Democratic Party and enjoyed playing cards
with the OWLs (Older Women’s League). She loved taking her dog Chili for
walks, talking with her grandchildren whenever possible, and staying active in
her loving church community.

Lois will be missed by many. She had a smile and a kind word for everyone.
Her life was dedicated to those she loved, but she was also quite
independent. She was eternally proud of her grandchildren and took great
pleasure in spending time together and celebrating their triumphs with them.
She also made the world’s greatest scrambled eggs and shortbread cookies.

She was grateful to be a loving member of the Bellingham community for most
of her life. Her friends were always there for lunch dates, phone chats, and
lifelong support. She loved her friends and family with a loyalty that was rare
and memorable. Lois is survived by her sister Nona Inman and her
grandchildren Daniel Oswalt, Melissa McKenzie, Corinne Cosentino, Stephen
Cosentino, and Tyler Cosentino.

A memorial service will be held at the First Christian Church at 495 E
Bakerview on Monday December 11, 2017 at 1:30 pm, with a reception to
follow. In lieu of flowers, please consider making a donation to The
Opportunity Council, 1111 Cornwall Ave. Bellingham, WA 98225.
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Lois and her husband Bob were friends of my parents through First
Baptist so | grew up knowing her. Through Lois’ work with the
Opportunity Council and the Volunteer Center, as well as her
volunteer work for the Interfaith Coalition, our paths crossed many
times in adulthood. | adored Lois. She was kind, steady, supportive
and one-of-a-kind. She endured challenges no one should have to
face. While | wished we could have had one more visit, | am grateful
that she is now home with her Lord and so many loved ones. | am
lifting her family in prayer.

Amy Cloud - November 21, 2017 at 12:00 AM

I had the privilege of working with your mom at the Opportunity
Council. | remember her as a dear soul, sweet and tough all at the
same times. She always expressed a deep interest in her fellow
employees and seeing her name and obituary stirred great
memories of Lois. My condolences in to you in your loss.

Dawn Kroontje - November 21, 2017 at 12:00 AM

Mrs. Oswalt was my 3rd grade teacher. | remember her as being a
sweet teacher. My mom (Flora Hale) was “room mother” and she
and Mrs. Oswalt (and ) kept in contact with one another when her
children were born and we would visit her on 32nd street. My
condolences to her family.

Sandra (Hale) Lane - November 21, 2017 at 12:00 AM



it will get better, god bless for all the love, hugs u gave her,double
amen
H8qq4

darlene - November 21, 2017 at 12:00 AM



