
June Martina Hinton
June 24, 1923 - January 17, 2018

June Martina Hinton, age 94, passed away peacefully on January 17, 2018 surrounded by
family. June was born June 24, 1923 in Tompkins, Saskatchewan, Canada. June was the
youngest of five children born to John and Amelia (Knutson) Falstad, pioneers of the
Province. Growing up during the drought of the thirties and the Depression, she developed
a strong work ethic. She never forgot what it was like to be poor. Starting off earning
money by doing housework and ironing she learned how to save. She did well in her life
and was generous to many. 

 

After graduating high school, she took a business course and started work at the Royal
Canadian Airforce Base # 6 EFTs. After the war, the base closed, and she moved to
Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan. She was employed by British American Oil and in 1946, she
transferred to the Vancouver office. 

 

In 1947, June married Alvin Hinton and moved to Bellingham where they raised four
daughters. June continued to work while raising her family. She worked for Dr. Ralph
Taylor and a short time at JC Penney’s. After a couple years in Spokane while Alvin
attended school, they returned to Bellingham. June was hired by the Bellingham Herald as
Advertising Executive, earning awards for her innovative layouts. After 27 years at the
Bellingham Herald, June retired in 1986. She was always dreaming up new projects, so
the Candle Tree Apartments were built. She decided to sell real estate and did so for 15
years. Her love of travel inspired her to open a travel agency with her daughter Sandra:
Topline Travel. 

 

The love of travel took her to many places: three trips to Norway to look up family
members, three trips to continental Europe, one to Greece and China, numerous trips to
Hawaii, several cruises, made it to Egypt with her grandson, and last of all a trip last
summer with her daughter and son-in-law back to the place she was born, Tompkins
Saskatchewan. 

 

We will always remember June’s smile, a comment I have heard so many times. She had



a zest for life. She provided well for her family, from summers at our Birch Bay cabin to
Sunday drives in the Ford Fairlane. In my mom’s own words: “I have been a busy mother,
I worry constantly about my family. I don’t want anyone to be poor I know what that is like.
I never beat my children. They didn’t have excessive toys, but they had lots of pets.” 

 

June was a member of First Congregational Church, the Discovery Circle, Bellingham Golf
& Country Club where she was a regular at the bridge table, Harborview Lions Club, and a
52-year member of Beta Sigma Phi whose members have been her good friends all those
years. 

 

June was preceded in death by her husband of 51 years Alvin Hinton in 1998, her
daughter Sandra Fjellman in 2004, and son-in-law Thomas Wheatley III in 1988. She is
survived by daughters Susan Wheatley of Bellingham, Deborah & Fred Price of Ferndale,
Lisa Hinton Price of Bellingham, 11 grandchildren, 10 great-grandchildren, and 1 great-
great-grandson.
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Terrick Siverson - January 17, 2018 at 12:00 AM

Dearest June, I never had the pleasure of meeting you but, your family has made
an amazing and strong impact on my life. I want to thank you for raising your
daughter and grandchildren to be the people they have become. You will be
missed and forever remembered by your loved ones and those who’s lives they
and yourself have touched. Thank you. 

 With dearest love and respect, 
 Terrick Siverson

Mary Craker - January 17, 2018 at 12:00 AM

Lisa and Family….It saddens my heart about the loss of a wonderful
person….she was a pretty darn cool lady! in every way! I remember meeting her
when you lived on Ellis kitty corner from my family home….and then later on
down the road when she got into real-estate and I was looking for property she
showed me a few places, and when I settled on one of the last pieces of
land….it’s where I’ve been living for the past 25 years…I did have the opportunity
to see her off and on over the years….but quite frankly she was always on the
move…..I will say the last time I spoke with June was at the “Rhodes Cafe” last
year..mary marshall craker

Ashley Martina Geier - January 17, 2018 at 12:00 AM

Grandma, 
 Its with a heavy heart that I write this….I miss you so much the past few days

have been just a blur its so hard to grasp that Ill never hear your sweet voice say
goodbye I love you or hear your sweet laughter as you & Ryker giggle together
but im at peace knowing you are finally home & not in any sort of pain anymore.
You truly were an extrodanory woman & did so many amazing things in your 94
years but I know the one thing you were most proud of was us your family & with
that said im truly honored to have had you as a Grandma & if I could end up
being a quarter the woman you were id be blessed. Your roots grow deep
Grandma & you now grow & continue to blossom within all of us! I love you so so
much Grandma but God sure did inherit a marvelous angel ♡
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Bill & Marla Rodgers - January 17, 2018 at 12:00 AM

We had the honor of knowing June for over 30 years and couldn’t have asked for
a better neighbor. She always had a smile, a kind word and uplifting spirit. Rather
she was gardening, headed out to card club or preparing for a family gathering
she had a smile and restless energy. Abraham Lincoln said,”In the end, it’s not
the years in your life that count. It’s the life in your years.” June was an inspiration
and will be missed.


