
Jessie Elaine Ahrens
August 6, 1926 - December 12, 2018

Jessie was born the youngest of 11 sisters and 3 brothers. She lived on a farm
in Kenmare, ND for the first 10 years of her life. She moved to Whatcom
County, WA in 1937 with her family to escape the dust and drought of the
Midwest. She graduated from Nooksack Valley High School in 1944. Keith
Ahrens once spotted her walking to a bus stop during her later years of
schooling. They later met at a local dance hall and were married May 26,
1945. 

 

They bought Jessie’s father’s farm in 1947 and she lived there until she
moved to a retirement home in Shoreline in 2014. She raised 6 children:
Sandy, Jim, Will, John, Marilyn, and Neil. 

 

She was a farm wife. She cooked and sewed clothing for the family. She kept
a large garden harvesting peas, corn, beans, squash, cucumbers, asparagus,
carrots, radishes, kohlrabi, rhubarb, strawberries and raspberries that she
canned or froze. She harvested and canned apples, cherries, pears, and
Italian prunes. She also cooked for the hired help when there was a crew
working on the farm. Her hobbies were her flower gardens and later making
quilts. 

 

Most of the farm was sold in 1970. The two big barns were torn down and the
chicken houses converted to mini-storage. With the older children gone and



the younger ones in school, Jessie went to work for as a cook for Mt. Baker
School District where she worked until retirement. 

 

In retirement she and Keith chose to do mission work traveling to Fiji and
Germany. In Fiji, she cooked for the South Pacific Bible College, and taught
students (mostly male) to cook and bake in a wood fired stove and oven. In
Germany, she again served as cook for the Teen Challenge training center
they were supporting. 

 

Jessie spent much time in her later years making beautiful quilts for her
children and grandchildren. She and Keith ran a ministry in Bellingham called
We Care which provided no or low cost clothing and furniture. 

 

She moved to Shoreline, WA in 2015, where she lived at Crista Ministries
Senior Living. 

 

Not an easy life, but she found satisfaction in her family and her faith in Christ.

Jessie is survived by her 6 children, 14 grandchildren, 29 great grandchildren
and 37 nieces and nephews. 

 

A memorial service will be held on Saturday, December 29th, 2018 at
11:30AM at Bellingham Covenant Church (1530 E Bakerview Rd, Bellingham,
WA 98226).
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Carolyn Hedgpeth - December 12, 2018 at 12:00 AM

Jessie & Keith worked with us at Eurasia Teen Challenge in
Germany for 4 years (2 years twice). They were both such a
GREAT example to us, both of commitment to serve & work hard &
to have a deep & tender love for the Lord (they were known for their
weeping whenever they prayed). We all loved & appreciated them
so much & look forward to seeing them in heaven! 

 Carolyn Hedgpeth 
 Director of Training 
 Eurasia Teen Challenge 

 Wiesbaden, Germany

Al & Emanuela Perna - December 12, 2018 at 12:00 AM

What an absolute delight it was to have Jessie & Keith as house
parents, cook, all purpose maintenance and “do it all” for EurAsia
Teen Challenge in Wiesbaden Germany serving over 35 countries.
Their Godly examples and tender spirits were such a blessing to
leadership, staff and students. They are not forgotten and their
reward in heaven will surely be great.
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Licia (Lindegren) Clark - December 12, 2018 at 12:00 AM

I was in Wiesbaden when Jesse was there in 1985-86. I remember
how thankful we were for her homemade hamburger buns. There
was a season that I was cooking while we remodeled the Frogman
school and she introduced me to great recipes. I remember I had an
acquaintance from Japan surprise me with a visit there and he
enjoyed Jesse and her cooking so much he started singing “Jesus
Loves Me” and took her in his arms to dance with her. She looked at
me like, “What in the world?…” I didnt even know him very well
myself but tried to convince him to let her return to the kitchen. His
name was Mitsuru. She was a good sport. Thank you for sharing
her with us all. – Licia


