
James Richard Berquist
June 29, 1928 - June 19, 2018

James Richard Berquist was born in Tomahawk, WI, on June 29, 1928, to
Henry J. and Frances M. (Emmerich). 

 

He grew up humbly in Rhinelander, including a tough year while Henry was a
POW during WWII. He served twice in the US Navy. He married his true love
and life partner, Elaine Sajna, on June 10, 1950. He attended St. Norbert
College and U. Michigan Actuarial Program. He was hired by Employers Ins.
of Wausau in 1953, studied nights at the kitchen table to pass the actuarial
exams and soon was promoted to Associate. In 1968, he was recruited by
Transamerica as V.P. of Causality Insurance in L.A. He joined Milliman &
Robertson as a Consulting Actuary and principal in 1971 in Pasadena and
built up their Casualty program. He loved his work but was a family man at
heart. He supported each of his children and grandchildren in finding their
unique path. 

 

He valued education, his Catholic faith and family. Professionally, he was a
leader in his field. He was involved in numerous insurance societies, panels
and academies. He coauthored a seminal paper which remains an industry
standard an is asked on exams to this day. His studies have been submitted
to the U.S. House and Senate and 17 state legislatures. 

 

Upon retirement in 1993, he and Elaine contributed to their church, museums



and colleges in the Oceanside area. He enjoyed golfing with his friends. And
above all, he loved visiting with his five children, four grandchildren and seven
great-grandchildren.
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Michele Bernal - June 19, 2018 at 12:00 AM

Dear Elaine,I worked with Jim at M&R from 1982 until his
retirement. He was one of the best managers I’ve ever worked with.
I learned so much from him, both personally and professionally. I
remember that the two of you would go on retreats to keep your
relationship strong. I also recall that he focused on healthy eating,
long before it was in vogue. After leaving M&R in 2000, I became
the chief actuary for a local insurance company and have been the
chief pricing actuary for the US operations of a global reinsurer.
Much of my success I credit to the foundation that Jim provided. I
hope he was healthy through the end and the two of you fully
enjoyed the last 25 years of retirement. Praying for peace for your
and your family. 

 Michele (Fisher) Bernal

Bob Lindquist - June 19, 2018 at 12:00 AM

Jim also started the Transamerica actuarial dept. I was his first hire


