
Donald Charles Richendrfer
May 14, 2019 - July 13, 2019

Donald Charles Richendrfer passed away July 13, 2019 at 98 years old. Born
May 14, 1921, he was a lifetime Whatcom County resident. 

 

Don grew up in Everson, graduated from Mt. Baker High School, then enlisted
in the Coast Guard during WWII. He served from 1942-1946 as a yeoman first
class; being stationed in Hawaii, Guam, and Seattle. When his tour of duty
was up, he met and married his wife of nearly 50 years, Collene. 

 

He taught hundreds of piano students that ‘Every Good Boy Does Fine’
throughout nearly 60 years of teaching lessons in and around Bellingham.
Don’s passions included china painting, sailing, piano playing, whipping up
culinary concoctions, and playing Bridge. 

 

He was a proud parishioner of Everson Presbyterian Church, where he played
the organ up until his 97th birthday! He was a monster typist, hovering at
approximately 100wpm on a manual typewriter. He typed notes to children
and grandchildren on a manual typewriter well into his 90s. 

 

Food was a very large part of Don’s life. The preparation of it was only slightly
less important than the consumption of it. Many still talk of his baked beans,
his incredible potato salad, and let’s not forget the pies and jelly rolls. In his
later years, he dearly missed meal making. While living at Rosewood Villa, he



tried- more than once – to talk them into allowing him to use their kitchen.
Cooking brought him great joy and allowed him to express his love. 

 

He was a gentle soul, as well as a gentleman- he always prided himself on
looking dapper. Taking the time to watch the world around him, Don was
patient in a way that was unusual. He always made fast friends. Throughout
his life he would offer assistance to strangers, and add yet one more friend…
one that was eternally grateful for his kindness. 

 

Progressive, but oddly a-political, he was a thoughtful conversationalist and
was deferential and polite to strangers and friends alike. To the very end, he
remained curious about the world around him, and interested in his family
especially. 

 

Don was preceded in death by his wife Collene. Survived by his children Gale
Richendrfer, Heather Richendrfer, Skye (Sally) Richendrfer, and Devon
Hoffman. Grandchildren Ross Richendrfer (Taylor), Bristol Hoffman, Jordan
Richendrfer, Brielle Hoffman, and two great grandchildren- Jesse and Aidan. 

 

A memorial service will be held Friday, July 26th, at 2:00, at the Everson
Presbyterian Church, 204 N. Washington St., immediately followed by a pie
social.
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Kathleen Yates - July 13, 2019 at 12:00 AM

A great guy in so many ways. 
 Karl, Kay and Russ still remember the Richendrfer hospitality shown

us by a spur of moment sail on Don’s 20 ft. San Juan, and his
impromptu spaghetti dinner for unexpected out-of-towners.

Andrea - July 13, 2019 at 12:00 AM

I had the privilege of learning to play the piano from Mr. Richendrfer.
I was not a star student. He was patient and sweet and I still see the
little balloons he put on the notes to remind me of the sharps and
flats. 

 I also live in his old home, the cedar wylde and little pieces of him
are all around the property. Including his China Painting sign. 

 What a wonderful human who left many an artist he so kindly
taught.


