
Conor James Thorpe
February 2, 1983 - October 16, 2014

Conor Thorpe, deeply loved husband, son, brother and friend, died bravely
from brain cancer surrounded by the love and prayers of his family on
Thursday, October 16th, 2014. 

 

Conor was born in Ventura, California on February 2nd, 1983. He was the son
of Dawn Kathleen and Greg O’Faolain. Over the years, Conor grew tall and
strong, moving with his grandparents, mother and sister Caitlin from Ventura,
CA to Victoria, B.C. before finally settling in Lynden, WA. When he was 14, he
was enrolled at Lynden Christian School with Caitlin, where he established
numerous friendships with students and teachers that he held very dear.
Conor’s years of growing up were infused with love, laughter and animals. His
mother Dawn passed down to Conor the greatest gifts of faith, humility,
integrity and the love of caring for others. After graduating from high school,
Conor attended Trinity Western University (TWU) in Langley, B.C. and
majored in Christianity and Culture. It was there that he met the love of his life,
the beautiful Laura Howie. Conor was a loving husband who delighted in
showing Laura his devotion and affection for her. Only 5 weeks after their
marriage in 2006, Conor was diagnosed with a malignant brain tumor. After a
rescue operation locally and a very grim prognosis, he subsequently had two
brain surgeries performed by the incredibly skilled surgeon Dr. Linda Liau at
the UCLA Medical Center in Los Angeles. Dr. Liau’s gifted hands provided
Conor many more years of life in which he was able to complete his teaching



degree at TWU, establish himself as a much loved science teacher at
Evergreen Christian School in Bellingham and pursue his passions for cycling,
reading, hiking and traveling. Conor’s bountiful love of learning and teaching
was poured out to the students of Evergreen Christian and the youth groups
that he led over the years. Conor and Laura lived life to the fullest supported
by their friends and family; he blessed them all with his engaging sense of
humor. Conor was preceded in death by his grandparents, William and Alma
Thorpe and Joseph and Bertie Whelan, and he is survived by his wife Laura
Thorpe of Lynden, WA, mother, Dawn Thorpe and sister, Caitlin Thorpe of
Lynden, WA, father, Greg O’Faolain of Palmdale, California, parents in law,
Dave and Lenore Howie of White Rock, B.C., sister and brother in law Megan
and Josh Thiessen of Langley, B.C., Great Aunt Margo Thorpe of Lynden,
WA, Great Uncle George and Great Aunt Peggy of Gaithersberg, MD, Uncle
Perry and Aunt Megan Stanfield of Lynden, WA and cousins, Dylan and wife
Sara Stanfield of Roanoke, VA, Dane and Christina Stanfield of Lynden, WA,
Uncle Liam Thorpe of Oklahoma City, OK and Aunt Abbie Thorpe and cousins
Liam James Thorpe of Camarillo, CA and Maddie Thorpe of Washington D.C.
Conor has many cousins, aunts and uncles in Ireland and Canada that he
cherished very dearly. A celebration of Conor’s life will be held at Sonlight
Community Christian Reformed Church in Lynden, WA on Friday, October
24th at 11:00 a.m. In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to Evergreen
Christian School’s tuition scholarship program.
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Bruce & Elaine Copp - October 16, 2014 at 12:00 AM

Our prayers continue now for you and all the family. May you
experience God’s Peace, Comfort and even a measure of Joy as
you share in great memories together. Our deepest sympathy for
such a great loss! Love and prayers to you all.

Jude Cash - October 16, 2014 at 12:00 AM

Conor was a blessing in the lives of all he loved. A great spirit who
leaves a legacy of faith in action and dedication to making this world
a brighter place. May his family find comfort in faith, love and the
many friendships that surround them at this time.

Jill Morris - October 16, 2014 at 12:00 AM

Dear Laura, 
 I am so sorry for your lost. My heart and prayers are with you! I

know without a doubt Conor is in Heaven with Jesus watching over
you and loving you. I will always remember when Conor came into
my classroom teaching science. I was touched by his sweet spirit
and obvious love for others. He is such a patient, loving and faithful
man. I pray for your strength and comfort at this time. Please know I
am here for you and am thinking of you. I miss you sweet friend!
God bless you! 

 Love, 
 Jill Morris


