Catherine Elizabeth Barrett

April 29, 1924 - March 23, 2014

Resident of Bellingham

Catherine Barrett of Bellingham died early Sunday, March 23, after a brief
illness at St. Joseph Hospital, with family members by her side. She was five
weeks shy of her 90th birthday.

Cathy, also known as Cayti, lived a full, rich, interesting and caring life. She
and her husband of 66 years, Eldon, who died in 2009, reared four children in
the Seattles East Green Lake District before retiring to Bellingham in 1980.

Born in Olympia April 29, 1924, she was the oldest of three children of
Dorothy N. and Ellis C. Ayer. She graduated from Olympia High School,
attended a year at the University of Washington, and married Eldon in May
1943. Her first child, Michael, was born in Olympia in 1944. They moved to
Salem, Ore., where Eldon started his long career as a journalist with United
Press. Susan was born there in 1947. Patricia came along in 1949 as they
were moving to Seattle, followed by Rebecca two years later.

Catherine worked for a number of years at the Sears store in Seattles
Roosevelt District doing everything from sales clerking to answering phones.
She was an inveterate knitter for family, friends and charity, and even taught
knitting classes for a time professionally.



Among her favorite passions was travel, and she did so extensively. From an
early age, she explored the West by car with her family. With Eldon, she
visited much of Canada, Mexico and Guatemala; spent time on the East
Coast and in the South; and traveled to most countries of Europe as far away
as Greece and Turkey. She also went to Asia with her cousin and particularly
enjoyed occasional trips to Great Britain to explore her roots and visit family
members there.

Another more recent hobby was Facebook, and she was adept at using the
computer on a daily basis to follow the many exploits of family members and
friends. She continued to knit, read and care for her beloved cat until the end
of her life.

Surviving are her four children, Michael (Rilla), Susan E., Patt (Neil)
Jorgensen and Rebecca (Marvin) Waschke; four grandchildren Ross (Katie)
and Andrew (Laura) Jorgensen, Athena and Paul (Lanni) Waschke; great-
grandchildren Christopher, Matthew and Dario Eldon Waschke; brothers
Robert (Mona) and Charles (Susan) Ayer; three step-grandchildren, Aaron
and Gabriel Wilson and Hilary Knight; step-great-grandchildren Finley, Kaycie
and Emmett; and numerous nieces and nephews in Washington, Oregon,
California and Colorado.

Farewell Tribute Information
At her request, there will be no service. The family plans to host a memorial at

a later date and requests that contributions in her name be made to a hospice
of choice.



Tribute Wall

Aunt Cathy was not only my Aunt, she was my friend. As a child |
remember her with a big smile and always making me feel special.
As an adult, | admired her Facebook and email abilities. This
enabled us to stay in contact and | loved hearing from her. She
always made me laugh or said something that warmed my heart. |
am so happy she’s with Uncle Eldon again and all of her loved ones
who have passed on. My heart goes out to all of my cousins and
their families. | know how it feels and | get great comfort knowing
that our loved ones smile down on us and want us to be happy. She
will be missed on Earth but heaven is not that far away and her love
continues to support and guide you. Thank you Aunt Cathy. You are
a beautiful elegant soul.

Ann Barrett Eshabarr - March 23, 2014 at 12:00 AM

Hey, Mom. You missed one hell of a party for you Friday, July 4.
Lots of memories, toasts, anecdotes, food, drink, and guests from
as far away as Colorado and California. We know you were there in
spirit. There is just no way you would miss a party, especially your
own. — your number one son

Michael Barrett - March 23, 2014 at 12:00 AM



