
Benhart Otto Brynildsen
December 6, 1919 - September 2, 2012

Benhart Otto Brynildsen of Lynden, formerly of Bellingham, passed away on
Sunday, September 2, 2012. He lived a long life filled with loving family and a
multitude of loyal friends. Ben also dutifully served his communities and his
country. 

 

Ben was born in Butte, Montana to Norwegian immigrants Amanda and
Thorvald Brynildsen. He grew up with his brother Gilbert and sister Alice in
Carbonado, WA. He moved to Bellingham in the 1930s and graduated from
Bellingham High School in 1939, and also attended Western Washington
College of Education before enlisting in the military. 

 

Ben bravely served his country in WWII as Staff Sergeant in the U.S. Army Air
Corps and as a gunner on a B-17 bomber in the skies over Europe, flying 29
missions. His service included participation in the historic D-Day invasion.
Following the War, Ben returned to a long career as a letter carrier for the US
Postal Service in Bellingham and the surrounding communities. Following his
retirement, Ben started a second ‘career’ as a house painter, gardener,
frequent golfer, UW Huskies superfan, and staple at early morning breakfasts
with friends. Ben served his communities in Bellingham and Lynden as a
member of Lions Club (Fairhaven Lions and Lynden Lions), the Sons of
Norway, and was most dedicated to the community of friends at Our Saviour’s
Lutheran Church in Fairhaven, a church he actively attended and served for



more than 67 years. 
 

The greatest joy in Ben’s long life was to have created a happy, loving family.
Ben was married for 57 years to Grace Pickering, who preceded him in death
in 2002. Ben married Virginia Hyldahl in 2003, residing with her in Lynden. 

 

Ben is survived by his wife Virginia, his son Dean and wife Melva Brynildsen,
daughter Dana and husband Dan Beard; granddaughters Stephanie
Brynildsen and Allison Beard; grandsons Peter Beard and Nick Beard and
wife Jenni Brown. Ben also loved his great-grandchildren Lily Grace, Jack and
Gianna. 

 

A memorial service and celebration of Ben’s life will be held on Thursday,
September 6, 2012 at 11:00 am at Moles Farewell Tributes Greenacres, 5700
Northwest Dr. in Ferndale. 

 

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to Our Saviour’s Lutheran
Church, 1720 Harris Avenue, Bellingham, WA 98225. 
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Cynthia Conner - September 02, 2012 at 12:00 AM

Dear Allison and Family: I am so happy that you were able to get to
see your grandfather before he passed, and know how difficult it
was for you last week, hoping that you would arrive in time. We are
all keeping you in our thoughts and prayers. Cynthia

Rita Perry - September 02, 2012 at 12:00 AM

To the loving Wife & all the dear Family & Friends of “Ben. Please
accept my sympathy in your painful loss. He lived such a full life &
will be long remembered by all who knew & loved him. May you find
a measure of hope,comfort & peace in the following Bible Verses.
Rev21:4-5,6 “AND HE WILL WIPE OUT EVERY TEAR FROM
THEIR EYES & DEATH WILL BE NO MORE. THE FORMER
THINGS HAVE PASSED AWAY.”


