Aura Ester Grappe

May 8, 1915 - September 24, 2016

Aura Ester Grappe went to be with her Heavenly Father on Sept 24th, 2016.
She was born on May 8th, 1915 to Charles and Martha Christen in Kendall,
Washington. She graduated from Mt. Baker High School in 1932. While
picking strawberries on Orcas Island during the depression, she met Knute
Grappe. They were married in Yakima Washington on Sept. 1, 1934. They
lived in Fairhaven for several years before moving to Deming and raising their
four daughters. Aura was also a foster mother to more than 90 children.

When her husband was transferred to San Juan Island, she had to give up
taking care of foster children, but devoted lots of time to her 12 grandchildren.
When they returned to the mainland, they settled on the Y Rd. and became
members of Rome Community Church.

Aura loved to watch her husband play baseball, and later on was an avid
Mariner fan. She had many hobbies. She loved to bowl, hike in the mountains,
garden, play piano and sing, play card and board games, crochet, travel, and
watch her grandchildren play sports.

Aura belonged to several organizations over the years such as the Orthopedic
Club, bowling leagues, and hiking clubs. She volunteered at polling centers for
many years, but no matter where she lived, she attended church, where she
would usually do something involving music. She also sang with the Silver



Bells.

In her later years, Aura had to slow down a little because of her poor eyesight,
but she was able to live in her own home until she was 97 years old. She
moved to Spring Creek Assisted living at that time and spent the last month of
her life at St. Francis of Bellingham.

She was preceded in death by her husband, Knute Grappe; her daughter,
Caryn Palmberg; brother, Leonard Christen; sisters, Vera Bonner, Loie
Sanford, and Carol Riley; and grandchildren, Brent Golden and Erin Golden. .

She is survived by daughters, Verjean Golden (Leon), Denice Baggett (Butch),
and Joanne Norris (Jim); sister, Evelyn Howell; 10 grandchildren and 23 great
grandchildren. A memorial service will be Friday, September 30, at 3:30 PM in
the chapel at Moles Greenacres.



Tribute Wall

What a beautiful tribute to your mom, and what a beautiful example
she was to you. Praising God for blessing you all with such
sweetness! And now we know she is with Him.

Bill & Pam Means - September 24, 2016 at 12:00 AM

It was my privilege to know Aura and become a close friend of hers
through the Rome Community Bible Church. During that time we
often had many meals together after church and also on numerous
week day evenings we enjoyed watching Mariner games together.
In May 1997, Aura and | went with a group on a fun trip to Branson,
Missouri and had a good time as we traveled together that week.
Aura’s eyesight was failing so when we ate out it was my privilege
to read portions of the menu to her so she could make her meal
choice. Another special memory was a time we went to the Passion
Play in Puyallup, WA. We also loved the “Gaither” videos and
enjoyed watching them together.

| treasure these special memories of Aura. It was a joy to know her
and have her in my life.

Dee Day - September 24, 2016 at 12:00 AM



